TRAVELLING   IN   THE   DESERT

Mosul,   The natives, especially perhaps the Christians.
and Jews, always have a great deal of gold in their
houses,  and in  consequence  live  in terror  of the
robbers coming to relieve them of it.

Shortly before we left I heard of a very sad case
of robbery and murder. A young Christian girl,
who had just been married,, was awakened one night
by a man roughly forcing the gold bracelets from
her wrist, holding at the same time a revolver at
her head, and telling her if she made a sound he
would shoot her dead. For a time she suffered in
silence, but an extra sharp wrench from the rough
hands of her tormentor made her cry out in pain.
Her cry roused her husband, and he immediately
made a dash for the robber, who calmly turned the
revolver at the man's head and shot him dead. Thus
the bride of only a few days1 duration was left a
widow. Another day two women belonging to one
of the leading Christian families were returning from
an early service at their church, when they were
attacked by a Moslem man, who tore the gold coins
from their heads and necks. The terrified women
could hardly reach their own homes, so stunned were
they by the harsh treatment of the robbers. The
strange sequel to this story is, that after a few days
a parcel arrived at the house to which the women
belonged, which on being opened was found to con-
tain all the gqld which had been wrested from them
a few days before. Another lady in Mosul, also a
Christian, was the proud possessor of a most valuable
set of jewels. One day everything disappeared. She
neither saw nor heard a robber, but evidently one

must have gained admission to the house, for all her
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